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CAREERS AND RECRUITMENT

Mapping

orest fires ravaging southern California, foot-

and-mouth disease devastating the British

livestock industry, the recent outbreak of

severe acute respiratory syndrome (SARS) —

all of these disasters have at least one thing
in common: the role played by geospatial analysts,
mining satellite images for information to help
authorities make crucial decisions. By combining
layers of spatially referenced data called geographic
information systems (GIS) with remotely sensed aerial
or satellite images, these high-tech geographers have
turned computer mapping into a powerful decision-
making tool.
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Scientists who can combine geographic information
systems with satellite data are in demand in a variety
of disciplines. Virginia Gewin gets her bearings.

most are government agencies — local, national and
international. A ten-year industry forecast put together
last year by the American Soclety for Photogrammetry
& Remote Sensing (ASPRS) identified environmental,
civil government, defence and security, and
transportation as the most active market segments.
Business at the Farth-imagery provider Space
Imaging, of Thornton, Colorado, increased by 70%
last year, says Gene Colabatistto, executive vice-
president of the company's consulting service. To keep
up momentum, the company plans to hire more
recrults with a combination of technical and business
skills. Colabatistto cites the increased adoption of GIS
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Geo technology is one of the three "mega technologies” forthe 21st century
and promises to forever change how we conceptualize. utilize and visualize spatial information
in scientific research, commercial applications and general usage
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Figure 1. Conceptual framework of Geotechnology.
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A Multifaced GIS Community Mnohotvs8rna GI S
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...a deep keel of 1970s — a few hundred innovators establishing the foundation of
knowledge in geotechnology (Automated Cartography)
Science and
Technology

N 1980s — several thousand pacesetters applying the

technology fo a small set of disciplines (RS, GIS)

w

19905 — hundreds of thousands GIS specialists and general users (RS, GIS, GPS)

2000s — millions of general and public users (RS, GIS, GPS, GeoWeb)
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201 0s — billions of general and public users (RS, GIS, GPS, GW, Devices) ’:;’;i";; ;&T !
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Future Directions:
— Social Acceptability as 3 filter
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